If God is Goocl,

tized in the name of Jesus Christ in accordance with scriptural cxamplcs, receive the marvelous gi& of the Ho]y
Spirit, and embrace a Llai]y walk with Him. (See Acts 2:38.) c
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CMI affirms the biblical foundation for a xelationsllip with God: We are to turn away from (loing wrong, be lmp»



hen we consider the suﬁering and injustice in the world,

the existence of a 1oving, benevolent God may seem an
unlileely reality. How could such a power{-ul yet compassionate
Leing allow inequity and pain to exist? It seems inconceivable
that someone with the supposed authority of the Great Creator
and the aHege& kindness of the Good Shepherd would stand
i(ﬂy Ly and watch millions of people suffer.

The pro]alem with these and similar accusations is that they
are based on the mistaken assumption
that God directly dictates all the
events of the world. This is simply not

true. When God created humans, He
did not merely make a puppet that

would ignorantly o]aey, but He gave
them the freedom to choose their
destiny. With this freedom,
God in effect enabled them

., to control their own

world. Tt was

God’s desire that His creation would
Voluntarily choose a life of commun-
ion with Him.

But this freedom of choice also
¥ leaves open the opportunity to deny
God and live accor(ling to the edicts
of self. The pursuit of selfish ends
without regarcl for others has caused
] much sugermg and har&shlp Self-

centered quests have (lamaged count-

less lives. In actuali’cy, God has noth-
ing to do with the mess in the world;
humanity has itself and its own deci-
sions to blame for the pro]alems it faces
today.

Why did God allow the kind of free-

dom that could potentiaﬂy cause SOrTow

and grief? Ultima’cely we cannot fu”y com-
prehen(l God’s reasoning; we know, however,
that God purposely created rational, thinlzing human
beings, enabling them to ﬁeely love Him. God’s gift of free
will has enabled us to live and enjoy life as individuals. Tt is
unlileely that any person would prefer a lesser existence. The

fact that this same freedom has been the

cause of instaloility
and pain is the

un£or’tunate

= consequence of
the collective choices made by our free-will human existence.

God never promised a life without a&versity. The point of a
rela’cionship with God is not to escape a difficult life. Bach
individual must cope with his or her own world regardless of
the circumstances.

So what is God’s answer to the mess? He, in His infinite
kindness offers His love, comfort, and favor to anyone who
asks. If invited, God is more than WiHing to extend Himself
on a claily basis to any person in need. This does not eliminate
crisis, but it puts a person in contact with the one force that

can absolutely preserve inner stability and Lring peace.



